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Paris –  A breath-taking set of exceptional white and yellow jade artefacts, classical European furniture 
with some masterpieces of the French 18th century and a selection of Haute-Couture dresses, will be 
offered on December 13 and 14 by Christie's, with an overall estimate in excess of €7 million. Through the 
nearly 300 objects, the V.W.S. collection tells the extraordinary story of a family fleeing persecution under 
the Tsarist Empire in Russia. Spanning styles, geography and historic periods, the collection offers 
surprising connections between cultures and civilizations, between East and West. Extreme refinement 
is at the core of a collection seemingly responding to the violence and the countless upheavals of the 20th 
Century with a display of elegance and sophistication. 

 
 



 

This family journey began in 1903 as the Chinese Eastern Railway, the eastern branch of the 
Trans-Siberian Railway wanted by Russia, was completed. Fleeing, like others, a climate of 
political persecution and anti-Semitism in the Tsarist Empire, the family settled in Harbin, the 
most northerly city in China and started to develop its businesses from 1906 onwards. Like many 
others, the family was attracted to Harbin then a major economic and cultural centre in 
Manchuria. The cosmopolitan city was already home to a large Jewish community. In Harbin, the 
father, a cultured, open-minded and multilingual man, felt at home and his early successes in 
business earned him respect. By 1932, he and his family were forced to flee like many others 
following the Japanese invasion of Manchuria and found a new home in Shanghai. From there, 
his businesses took him to Hong Kong, North America and other Asian countries where the family 
would remain for many years. They began 
collecting art in China during the 1930s. 
These artworks have remained with the 
family heirs ever since. Rescued from 
historical events, these objects are like a 
bridge between the East and the West. Heirs 
of a century they bear heritage and spirit. 
Seemingly following historians, the collector 
goes back to the sources of the discipline as 
listed by historian Yvan Jablonka: "investigating, journeying, discovering, crossing, wandering, 
meeting, collecting testimonies and documents, the desire to devote oneself and to learn how to 
look at things"(1). Highly symbolic the proposed collection is made iconic by the exceptional 
quality of the works and objects that make it up. 
 

 
Since the most ancient times, jade has 
been a cornerstone of Chinese culture, 
representing many virtues, such as 
nobility, perfection and immortality, it 
is intimate to the very core of Chinese 
spirit. It was in Shanghai in the 1930s 
that our collector began to collect 
Chinese porcelain, snuff boxes, and a 
breath-taking collection of exceptional jades. The collection is characterised by the 
extraordinary quantity and magnificence of the white, yellow and pale celadon jades, whose 
imperial quality testifies to his particularly discerning and knowledgeable eye. Many of the jade 
pieces in this collection date from the Qianlong period, a highpoint of Chinese culture. With so 

Journey 
 

 

“To want to make something complete, to 

need to bring things back together, you 

have to know what separation feels like, 

feel dispersion.” 

(Edmund de Waal, Letters to Camondo, page 81 Penguin Random House 

Vintage Musée des Arts Décoratifs Paris – Film by Anna-Claria Ostasenko 

Text by Edmund de Waal) 

 
 

Masterpieces of Imperial China 
 

 

« Discovering the collection was a moment 

of rare intensity. I had never seen so many 

jades of museum quality, absolutely 

unknown to the market»  

Camille de Foresta, Senior Specialist-Art of Asia-Christie’s 

 
 



many masterpieces, the collection on offer will potentially impress even the most demanding 
connoisseurs. In 1963 and 1964, a few pieces from the collection were offered at auction in 
London. This December in Paris, the entire collection will be offered for the very first time on the 
market. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This treasure of extraordinary Chinese art objects always cherished by the family adorned 

masterpieces of French furniture, in a sumptuous mise en scène created by Daniel Pasgrimaud. 

Working for both Le Louvre, discerning collectors and demanding aesthetes, Daniel Pasgrimaud 

is one of the most talented and discreet decorators of the second half of the 20th century. Mixing 

masterpieces from both East and West, he designed an extraordinary setting for the family’s 

collection and achieves his most beautiful 

décor ever. In the overwhelmingly celadon 

green Grand Salon, one’s eye is drawn 

irresistibly to an exceptional Coromandel 

lacquer screen. Taking inspiration from the 

warm colours of monochrome Chinese 

porcelain, Daniel Pasgrimaud created a 

warm, delicate and intimate atmosphere for the dining room. Whether it is a small dining room 

with a pure Japanese décor, a hall recreating the splendour of Pompeii or a neo-Etruscan lounge, 

all other rooms were a display of creativity and elegance. Mixing masterpieces and rarities, 

Pasgrimaud brings to life an ensemble of exceptional pieces including a spectacular pair of 

marquetry pedestals by André-Charles Boulle – Louis XIV's cabinetmaker, a desk by Adam 

Weisweiler, a cabinet by Pierre Macret and a masterpiece by David Roentgen, who worked for 

both the Empress of Russia and Louis XVI. The collection features some of the greatest names in 

classical decorative arts. These names are reminiscent of the taste of Hubert de Givenchy, whose 

A royal décor by Daniel Pasgrimaud 
 

 

Daniel Pasgrimaud « was one of the 

greatest decorators of our time. »  

(Daniel Alcouffe, Director of the Works of Art Department of the Louvre. 

Une collection privée européenne mise en scène par Daniel Pasgrimaud, 

Christie’s) 

 
 

White jade longevity bowl Lian 

China, Qing Dynasty, 

Qianlong period (1736-1795)  

Estimate : €300,000-500,000 

Yellow jade vase 

China, Qing Dynasty, 

Qianlong period (1736-1795)  

Estimate : €60,000-80,000  

White jade marriage bowl 

China, Qing Dynasty,  

Qianlong period (1736-1795)  

Estimate : €300,000-500,000 

Yellow and brown jade archaistic ewer 

China, Qing Dynasty,  

Qianlong period (1736-1795)  

Estimate : €80,000-120,000 



passion for classical furniture was recently celebrated at a memorable sale at Christie's. The 

couturier and collector have been a long-term friend of our collector's family. A friendship based 

on common tastes, a certain art de vivre and fashion. 

 
 

Reflecting a sophisticated and refined lifestyle, the collection also features many Haute-Couture 
pieces from the 1980s and 1990s. This section of the collection is rooted in personal relationships 
and longstanding friendships with the greatest fashion designers, including Hubert de Givenchy, 
Yves Saint Laurent and Jean-Louis Scherrer. A selection of some 40 dresses will be offered for 
sale at Christie's in December, including an exceptional embroidered Chanel coat from the 
"Coromandel" series. From the Autumn/Winter 1996 Haute Couture collection, this model could 
be seen as a tribute to the spirit of a family of collectors harmoniously blending the best of East 
and West. Sumptuously embroidered by Lesage, a jacket made by Yves Saint Laurent directly 
inspired by Georges Braque is another highlight in this exceptional wardrobe. It was created for 
the Spring Summer 1988 collection, in which the couturier paid tribute to some of his favourite 
artists. In November 2019, at Christie's in Paris, the Yves Saint Laurent sunflowers jacket, a 
reference to Van Gogh, also embroidered by Lesage, reached a record price. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasures of Haute Couture 
 

 

PREVIEW : 
NEW YORK :   from 16 to 21 September, 20 Rockefeller Plaza 

LONDRES :   from 27 October to 4 November, 8 King Street 

PARIS :   from 8 to 13 December, 9 Avenue Matignon 

SALE : 
PARIS :   13 and 14 December, 9 Avenue Matignon 



An overview of the jade collection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Glimpses of an interior 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRESS CONTACTS: 
Briséis Leenhardt – bleenhardt@christies.com +33 (0)1 40 76 84 08  
Alexandre Pauvert – apauvert@christies.com +33 (0)1 40 76 72 33 

 
 
(1) Yvan Jablonka, Le Trésor des Ephrussi, raisonnement historique et littérature, La Vie des idées, 6 mars 2012. 
 

About Christie’s 
 
Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert 
live and online auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global 
services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. 
Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia 
Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also 
is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).      
Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over 
$100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction 
(Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue 
Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie's is also recognised as a 
reference for prestigious single owner collections, having auctioned 8 of the 10 most important collections 
in history. 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside 
of the auction calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace. 
Recent innovations at Christie’s include groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever 
offered at a major auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance 
of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also 
continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of 
hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and 
bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid 
sales formats.  
Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities 
worldwide, including achieving sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively 
using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change.  
Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading 

Christie’s apps. 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - 

see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are 

reported net of applicable fees. 
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